
CASA ALLE VACCHE

Vernaccia has always
been seductive. Poor
Pope Martin IV was con-
signed by Dante to Pur-
gatory on account of his
inordinate fondness for

eels stewed in Vernaccia. Today the wine
is even better, with or without the eels.
From the slopes below the many towers
of San Gimignano the Ciappi family give
us this delightful version: medium-bodied,
with almonds and lime on the nose, linden
flowers on the palate and a hint of bitter-
ness on the finish. Almost worth a little
extra time in the waiting-room for heaven.
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